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PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN PENNSYLVANIA TODAY 
Experts Discuss Survey at Reading Convention 


Did you know that there are more than 2,000,000 people without any kind 
of public library service in Pennsylvania? This startling fact was brought out 
in the panel discussion of the Pennsylvania library survey at the Convention 
in Reading. Katherine Shorey, Moderator, librarian, Martin memorial library, 
York; Helen A. Ridgeway, Chief, Public library department, A.L.A.; Ralph 
Dunbar, Chief, Library service division, U. S. Office of education; Eleanor 
Falley, editor, Maryland public library survey; and Ralph Munn, director, Car- 
negie Library of Pittsburgh were the panel of experts. 








The survey paints a very gloomy picture of present conditions in Pennsyl- 
vania. Miss Ridgeway emphasized that library service in states tends to reach 
a point of achievement, then relax and become static. This is particularly true 
of our state. If Pennsylvania can follow the lead of her neighboring states; e. g., 
New York and Maryland, in breaking the deadlock of present static conditions, 
progress in better library service will be assured. We must not expect great 
improvement immediately, but it is now time for each of us to start working 
on our goals. 


The potential money in Pennsylvania is at the city, county, and borough 
level; therefore, conditions cannot improve without increased tax support from 
these communities. In turn, they will not vote more taxes unless they are 
assured libraries are serving a useful purpose. Since this is the case, librarians 
must prove their worth to the communities. 


The following suggestions were offered to change uninterested laymen 
into active supporters: 


(1) Demonstrations, financed by either state or foundation funds, could be held through- 
out the state, showing the work that could be done by the libraries. With increased 
budgets, new and improved services in adult education, reference, and children’s 
work could be performed. 


(2) Librarians should work in their local communities to awaken trustees and laymen 
to the possibilities of dynamic library service; get a larger body of people to be 
library minded in order to have political significance in their own community and 
in Harrisburg. They should also take active part in local activities and become 
leaders in these communities. 


(3) Have meetings with your neighboring librarians to discuss library and community 
roblems, to make use of the specially trained individuals, in order to increase good 
hooey service. The time has come. Let’s start today to get active support from 

lay groups, and improve and extend library service in Pennsylvania. 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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REPORT OF PLA BUSINESS MEETING 


The annual business meeting of the Penn- 
sylvania Library association was held on 
October 27 with an adjoined session on Oc- 
tober 28. The following officers were elected 
to serve for the year 1950-51: 

President—Mrs. May V. K. Valencik, Free 

library, Allentown 

Vice President—Melvin J. Voigt, Carnegie 

Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh 

Secretary—Dawes Markwell, Bradford 

County library, Troy 
Treasurer—George B. Moreland, Cambria 
Free library, Johnstown 
Representative at Large to Executive Com- 
mittee—Ralph Munn, Carnegie library, 
Pittsburgh 

The Treasurer’s report can be found on 
page 7 of the Bulletin. 

The Certification committee reported on 
their meeting in Atlantic City in 1949, at 
which time twelve applications were con- 
sidered. It was voted the Secretary be 
authorized to issue certificates according to 
the approved code, and that doubtful cases 
be referred to the Committee. 
(Continued on Page 11) 


DR. BERTHA PAULSSEN 
CHALLENGES LIBRARIANS TO HELP 
AMERICA RETAIN A FREE 
SOCIETY 


The American public library is one of the 
greatest influences we have “to keep the 
people of this country independent, well- 
informed, capable of discussion, and capable 
of solving their own problems in cooperation 
with others.” Dr. Bertha Paulssen speaking 
at the first general session of the PLA Con- 
vention at Reading on October 26 brought 
into sharp focus the task which lies ahead 
if the American people are to retain the pat- 
tern of society necessary to a true democracy. 

The task will not be easy according to 
Dr. Paulssen, for in a complex and highly 
industrialized society under the pressure of 
war and other ———, it is difficult to 
keep people responsible and willing to fight 
to continue the struggle to live in freedom. 
People under pressure find that when life 
becomes too difficult, they may wish to be 
told what to do—they may throw away their 
freedoms and gladly “follow somebody who 

romises them anything which takes away 
ear, anxiety, and responsibility.” 

Dr. Paulssen stated that the strength of 
the library in America lies in its ability to 
help people solve their own problems in their 
own communities. The intelligent solution 
of local problems will give the people the 
capacity to cope with greater problems. 

The library must help defend our right 
for freedom of information. The individual 
and community as well as the nation must 
solve the problems which arise on the basis 
of a clear picture gained from viewing the 
problem from all directions, and from con- 
sidering it in relation to other problems and 
the situation as a whole. Mass communica- 
tion tends to give us only one side of a pic- 
ture; the library must help round out the 
information necessary for true understanding. 

Dr. Paulssen pointed out that the threat 
of communism is greatest to those parts of 
our population at the lowest economic and 
educational levels. In Pennsylvania, many of 
these groups are the same ones which lack 
library facilities. The citizenry should be 
aware of this, and should start action toward 
providing libraries and facilities for con- 
tinued education for these people. 

Libraries can demonstrate, as many of 
them have in the past, that they can provide 
for persons of every level a real understand- 
ing of our country. According to Dr. Pauls- 
sen, books like those of Willa Cather, Mary 
Ellen Chase, and particularly those of Thomas 
Wolfe did more than anything else to make 
this country “personal and real” to her. Li- 
brarians can help every person in the country 
gain a better understanding of America, the 
challenge to it today, and the means by which 
we may survive that challenge. 
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CHILDREN DESERVE THE BEST IN 
BOOKS MARIE McSWIGAN TELLS 
THE CONVENTION 


Today, more than ever, a writer must have 
something to say and a way to say it that 
children will accept. The best way is in a 
story. So the writer for children must be 
first of all a story teller. 

Besides being able to entertain, books 
should instruct and inspire. The rarest of 
these ingredients is inspiration. Only if the 
writer is really afire with his material can he 
set fire to not only one but to several genera- 
tions of children. 

Even so Miss McSwigan does not believe 
writers are inspired people. They are crafts- 
men, who along with the drudgery and mo- 
notony of their trade should try to provide 
a degree of inspiration. If they cannot always 
set their child readers afire, they at least must 
interest them, and to do that they must be 
interested. 

Miss McSwigan’s ideas for stories come 





from three sources — newspapers, other 

people and lastly she said “I pick them right 

MRS. MAY V. K. VALENCIK out of the air.” The third is the most excit- 
1950 - 1951 President ing. She quoted Bishop Pardue of the Epis- 
Pennsylvania Library Association copal Diocese of Pitts urgh that “ideas do 


not come from within, but bombard us from 
the air. We incubate them, so to speak, but 
we do not generate them.” 
: : ‘ The audience for the writer of children’s 
The registration at the PLA convention, hooks is the most receptive in the world. It 
including librarians and trustees, was ap-__ is honest, uncarping and uncritical — cares 
proximately 370. nothing for fine writing but cannot be fooled 
E by implausibility. It asks only one question, 
Is it a good story. 








EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SENDS TELEGRAMS TO 
DILWORTH AND FINE 


The following telegram was sent to Judge John S. Fine and to Richardson 
Dilworth, candidates for Governor from the Pennsylvania library association 
convention: 


The Pennsylvania Library Association representing more than 1,000 librarians and 7,000 
trustees is deeply concerned with the deplorable status of libraries in Pennsylvania where 
more than 2,700,000 citizens are without public library service. One city in Ohio, Cleveland, 
spends more money in support of its public library than all the people of Pennsylvania use 
in maintaining all of their public libraries, including Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. Will you 
please state your position in regard to the expansion of library service in Pennsylvania and 
its extension to the millions without it. May we assure the convention assembled at the 
Abraham Lincoln Hotel, Reading, that you will meet with a committee of the Association 
within one month of your inauguration as Governor to plan ways and means of correcting 
this situation. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The following reply was received from Judge J. S. Fine: 


Of course I am in favor of strengthening and expanding our library services. To accom- 
plish this purpose I shall always be ready to give sympathetic and willing hearing to the 
views and counsel of your association. Joun S. Fine 

No reply had been received from Mr. Dilworth by the end of the Conven- 
tion, Saturday, October 28. 
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PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
OFFICERS, COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN, SECTION OFFICERS 


President—Mrtrs. V. K. Valencik, Allentown Free Library, Allentown 
Vice-President—Melvin J. Voigt, Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh 
Secretary—Dawes Markwell, Bradford County Library, Troy 
Treasurer—George B. Moreland, Jr., Cambria Free Library, Johnstown 
Past-President—Helen I. Borneman, Wilson College Library, Chambersburg 
Members at Large of the Executive Committee: 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Lewis, State Teachers College Library, Kutztown 


Alma Winton, State Teachers College Library, Shippensburg 
Ralph Munn, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 


Committee Chairmen: 

Certification—Ralph W. McComb, Pennsylvania State College, State College 

Federal Relations—John H. Knickerbocker, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg 

Friends of the Library—Catherine J. Butler, Carnegie Library of Homestead, Munhall 

Legislation—Carroll C. Moreland, Biddle Law Library, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia 

Membership—Nicholas Winowich, Homewood Branch Library, Pittsburgh 

Nominating—Richard L. Brown, Reading Public Library, Reading 

Pennsylvania Public Relations—George B. Moreland, Jr., Cambria Free Library, Johns- 
town 

Planning Committee—Grace W. Estes, Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre 

Procedure Book—Mrs. Mary R. Dale, 160 W. River St., Wilkes-Barre 

Program—Melvin J. Voigt, Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh 

Recruiting—Lester Stoeffel, Easton Public Library, Easton 

Resolutions—Ellsworth Brininger, State Library, Harrisburg 

Scholarship—Herbert B. Anstaett, Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster 


Special Governor's Committee—Frances Dorrance, Hoyt Library, Kingston and Grace 
W. Estes, Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre 


Survey—Ernest E. Doerschuk, Jr., Free Public Library, Lancaster 


Section Officers: 
Children’s, Young People’s, and School Librarians: 
Chairman—Janette Woolsey, Martin Memorial Library, York 
Vice-Chairman—Thusnelda Schmidt, Librarian, Colfax Elementary School, Pittsburgh 
Secretary—Anna L. Stump, Librarian, Senior High School, Reading 


College and Reference: 
Chairman—Mrs. Margaret K. Spangler, Pennsylvania State College, State College 
Vice-Chairman—Dr. Ralph A. Fritz, Director of Library Science, State Teachers College, 
Kutztown 
Secretary—Mrs. Josephine Pedigo, Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre 


County Libraries: 
Chairman—Mary Sommerville, Clearfield County Public Library, Clearfield 
Vice-Chairman—Eleanor Harsh, Lancaster County Library, Lancaster 
Secretary-Treasurer—Mrs. Carola Stuckenrath, Mifflin County Library, Lewistown 


Public Library: 
Chairman—Richard L. Brown, Public Library, Reading 
Vice-Chairman—Sibyl O. Tubbs, Public Library, McKeesport 
Secretary—Ernest Doerschuk, Free Public Library, Lancaster 
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The Nominating committee for 1950-51 
request members of PLA to send recommen- 
dations to any member of that committee as 
nominees for Vice-President, Treasurer, Sec- 
retary, Member-at-large to the Executive 
committee for three years, and Member to 
the ALA council for four years. 


The Committee: 

Chairman: 

Richard L. Brown, Librarian 
Public Library 

Reading, Pa. 

Dr. Maud Minster, Librarian 

High School 

Altoona, Pa. 

Mrs. Cecilia K. Walker, Librarian 
Mary S. Biesecker Public Library 
Somerset, Pa. 

Miss Mabel E. Zearley, Librarian 
Free Public Library 

Uniontown, Pa. 

The Reverend D. P. Falvey, Librarian 
Villanova College 

Villanova, Pa. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 


First Session 

The first session of the Executive com- 
mittee of PLA met in Reading on October 
26, with Helen I. Borneman presiding. Mr. 
Wikander, secretary of the Association had 
resigned to accept an out-of-state position, 
and Mrs. Mary Ellen Lewis served as secre- 
tary protem. 

George Moreland gave the treasurer’s re- 
port, stating that the membership fund had 
doubled since last year’s report. 

Exhibit chairman, William Bryan, reported 
that a total of $1120 had been contracted for, 
and out of this amount $650 had been paid 
up to date. 

President Borneman introduced Mrs. Mary 
R. Dale, the new executive secretary of PLA. 

Mrs. Dale reported on the limited history 
of PLA as presented by Miss Dorrance, stat- 
ing that it is a good record, but needs to be 
expanded. 

Mr. Knickerbocker stated that Harrisburg 
regretted that libraries in the State had failed 
to furnish publicity for Pennsylvania week. 
It is hoped they can do better next year. 

Bulletin Editor, Melvin J. Voigt, was 
authorized to spend the amount necessary 
to make changes in addressograph plates for 
all sections, in order to improve the member- 
ship lists. 

Second Session 


The first meeting of the newly elected 
Executive committee was held October 28 
in Reading. Mrs. May V. K. Valencik pre- 
sided at this meeting. The next meeting was 
scheduled for Monday, December 4, at the 
Harrisburg Public library. 


The committees gave reports of their plans 
for next year, and will give reports of their 
progress at the December meeting. 

The treasurer was instructed to prepare 
a tentative budget by December. 

The Executive committee discussed pos- 
sible locations for next year’s convention. It 
was felt that the convention should be held 
in the western part of the state. Contacts 
will be made immediately, and it is hoped 
that a definite location can be approved at 
the December 4 meeting of the Executive 
commnittee. 

A new committee appointed by President 
Valencik is charged with Pennsylvania Public 
Relations for the association. This committee 
chairmanned by George Moreland is to help 
disseminate publicity to all the libraries in 
the state. It was proposed that the committee 
prepare a pamphlet which would aid libraries 
in strengthening their programs. 

Katherine Butler, chairman of the Friends 
of the Library committee reported that the 
committee would serve as a clearing house 
for Friends of the library in the state, would 
use ALA as a source of information, and 
would define objectives of the Friends of the 
library organization. She also suggested that 
in local groups luncheons and round table 
discussions between librarians, laymen, and 
friends of the library could be organized to 
promote interest. 











Gaylord 


CARD 
CATALOG CASES 


BOOK TRUCKS 


MAGAZINE RACK 


DICTIONARY STAND 


and other standard Library Furni- 
ture — now in stock for prompt 
shipment. Please write for prices. 


GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 
Library Supplies 
Syracuse, New York 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SURVEY 
(Continued from Page 1) 


The following is a summary of the preliminary report of PLA’s Survey 
committee: 


216 out of 360 questionnaires returned, representing all libraries reporting with the 
exception of Pittsburgh and Philadelphia which were not included in the survey. 


191 municipal libraries reported 


131 serving 2,045,263 were supported by taxes, appropriations or both 
80 serving 631,888 were supported by a library tax°® R 
80 serving 1,184,041 were supported by appropriation 
21 serving 305,334 were supported by both 


60 serving 643,995 were supported by endowment and gifts or by endowment 
and taxes or appropriation 


47 serving 376,645 were supported by endowment or gifts 
13 serving 267,350 were supported by endowment and taxes or appropriation 
21 county libraries reported serving 1,280,423, these were supported by taxes, appro- 
priations or both 
2 serving 50,564 were supported by a library tax 
17 serving 1,108,169 were supported by appropriation 
2 serving 121,690 were supported by both 
( Four of these counties did not have bookmobile service ) 
city - county libraries reported serving 647,447 
2 serving 389,914 were supported by appropriation 
1 serving 177,533 was supported by tax and appropriation 
1 serving 80,000 was supported by endowment and appropriation 
(Two of these four county libraries did not have bookmobile service ) 





i 


Of all libraries (216) serving 4,617,128—116 serving 3,772,084 gave at least 30 hours 
service weekly—100 serving 845,044 were open less than 30 hours a weck. 


Of all libraries (216) serving 4,617,128—56 serving 2,387,022 have at least one profes- 
sional librarian—160 serving 2,230,106 had no professional library service 


TABLE SHOWING PER CAPITA INCOME (appropriation and/or tax) FOR MUNICIPAL 
LIBRARIES, COUNTY LIBRARIES, AND MUNICIPAL LIBRARIES 
ALSO SERVING COUNTIES 


MUNICIPAL LIBRARIES 


13 libraries, serving 151,478 people received $1.00-$1.50 per year 
88 ” §885,241 * i 0.50- 0.99 ” ” 
40 é ” 694,548 ” es 0.25- 0.49 ” ” 
$l e . aoa — is 0.10- 0.24 ” ” 
18 . ” 128,859 ” i 0.01- 0.09 ” ’ 
48 _ . Q@fioeo ” 0.00 , 


County Liprarigs 
2 libraries, serving 76,564 people received $0.25-$0.70 per year 
10 ig ~ oe * 0.10- 024 ” ” 
6 a ” 560,898 ” ss 0.01- 0.09 ” 


MunicrpaL SERVING CouNTIES 
libraries, serving 422,819 people received $0.25-$0.49 per year 
ms ” 394,977 ” A 010-024” ” 





to 
i 
to 


” 4,367,153 








“In a great many instances the tax was not a definite millage but an appropriation from general tax income. 
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In Pennsylvania there are 2,680,059 people without any kind of 


ublic library service. 


In Pennsylvania there are 4, 910, 165 people without professional ibrary service. 
In Pennsylvania there are 8, 552 ,103 people who have no service or less than 30 hours 


a week service in libraries. 


SUMMARIZED REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
October 1, 1949 - October 1, 1950 


BALANCE—October 1, 1949 $1,302.65 
RECEIPTS— 
Membership dues (846—individual, anatase . $2,176.00 
Subscriptions to BULLETIN . ; d 42.00 
BULLETIN advertising 976.00 
Exhibitors’ fees (October 1950 Conference ) 510.00 
Field Award to Recruitment Committee 200.00 
From Atlantic City Conference 399.50 
Miscellaneous e 13.25 
$4,316.75 4,316.75 
$5,619.40 
EXPENDITURES— 
Savings account (Cargill rane fund) $1,000.00 
BULLETIN—printing : 989.31 
Committees 443.60 
Children and Young People’s Section 80.31 
Executive Committee expenses 240.64 
Scholarship. 75.00 
President’s expenses ‘to A.L.A. Midwinter 100.00 
A.L.A. membershi 25.00 
Contribution to A.L.A. Washington Office 100.00 
Stationery, a’ and oe 532.25 
Bank charges 5.82 
$3,541.93 3,541.98 
BALANCE—October 1, 1950 (U. S. National Bank, Johnstown ) $2,077.47 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT—( Friendly City Savings & Loan, Johnstown) 1,016.71 
ASSETS—October 1, 1950 $3,094.18 


TOTAL MEMBERSHIP—1,014 





NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT MEETS 
IN ATHENS 


The Fall meeting of the Northeastern Dis- 
trict Library association was held at the 
Spalding Memorial library in Athens on Sep- 
tember 30th. Mrs. Gladys DuPuis, librarian 
of the Spalding Memorial library was hostess. 


Mrs. May V. K. Valencik was the principal 
morning speaker, telling about the Pennsyl- 
vania Library association and what it can do 
for the smaller libraries of the state. She also 
told about the public library survey and the 
October conference. 


Charlot Fleck, assistant extension director 
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of the State library, spoke about the services 
of the State library. 

In the afternoon Dawes Markwell, libra- 
rian of the Bradford County library spoke 
about the Public library inquiry and its pos- 
sible effect on libraries in the district. 

The second speaker was Mrs. Mary Valen- 
tine Fraley, librarian of the Elmer L. Meyers 
high school in Wilkes-Barre, who gave a very 
humorous account of a day in the life of a 
school librarian. 

Officers elected for 1951-52 are Joe K. Hall, 
librarian of the South Scranton Junior high 
school, president; Mary Barrett, librarian of 
Kings college in Wilkes-Barre, vice-president; 
and Miss McTighe, secretary-treasurer. 
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SECTION MEETINGS HELD AT P.L.A. 
CONVENTION 


CHILDREN’S, YOUNG PEOPLE’S AND 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


The Section of Children’s, Young People’s, 
and School librarians had as s ers Agnes 
Krarup, Supervisor of School library service, 
Pittsburgh, who spoke on Some Thoughts 
on School Libraries Today, and Marie 
McSwigan, author, who spoke on Today in 
Children’s Books. 

At their business meeting, the new execu- 
tive board was instructed to investigate a 
project of the Book production committee 
of A.L.A., which makes collections of new 
children’s books available to various groups 
in the State for display and examination. 

Mrs. Jane Grey Smith reported concerning 
a proposed regional organization of student 
library assistants in schools as a means of 
recruiting. This is to be presented at the 
Christmas meeting of the Council of school 
librarians in Harrisburg, on December 29. 

A new name has been adopted by this or- 
ganization. It will no longer be known as 
the Section of work with children and young 
people, but as Section of Children’s, Young 
People’s and School Librarians. 


COLLEGE AND REFERENCE SECTION 


The College and Reference section had as 
a speaker Dr. Harry V. Masters, President of 
Albright college, Reading. His topic was The 
Responsibility of the College Librarian to the 
Community. 

Lee Brown, Chairman of the Committee 
on orientation of freshmen gave a report at 
the business meeting. 


COUNTY LIBRARY SECTION 


At the County Library section, Helen A. 
Ridgeway, Chief, Public library department, 
A.L.A., spoke on counting the cost of library 
service. 

At their business meeting, the section voted 
to contribute $5.00 to the Washington Office 
of A.L.A. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION 


The Public library section had as a speaker 
M. H. LeVita, actuary, Scranton Life Insur- 
ance company. His topic was Possible Pen- 
sion Plans for Public Libraries. 

There are two kinds of savings. The first 
is known as “saving with benefit of interest” 
and is similar to deposits made in a savings 
bank. Money deposited in this way is called 
Bank saving deposits. The second is known 
as “savings with benefit of interest and sur- 
vivorship.” You must survive to acquire your 
aeons. Under a contributory plan, 
part of the pension is provided by the em- 
ployees through the medium of Life savings 


deposits, and pet by the employees through 
the medium of Bank savings deposit. In case 
of death prior to retirement, the heirs (on 
estate) will receive only the employees ac- 
cumulations (deposits with interest). 
Library pension plans: A member of a 
library from a pension point of view may be 
covered by a pension plan available to him as: 
(a) a municipal employee 
(b) amixed employee (N. Y. library staff ) 
(c) a health and welfare non-profit em- 
ployee 
(d) a member of the American Library 
association retirement plan. 
(e) a prospective munici z employee re- 
tirement system alee. 
The social security benefits have been 
amended in two very important aspects: 
(a) the new scale old-age insurance benefit 
(b) the degree to which employees of 
non-profit organizations and munici- 
palities can be covered under social 


security. 
Beginning January 1, 1951, employees of 
such non-profit organizations may me 


eligible, if the employing organization files 
a certificate with the Bureau of internal 
revenue in which it elects to assume its share 
of the Social security tax, and if two-thirds 
of the employees of the organization express 
their wish to have social security coverage. 

State and local government employees may 
become eligible for Social security provided 
they are not already covered by an existing 
retirement system, and provided that the 
State enters into an agreement for such cov- 
erage for such employees. 

Since the Pennsylvania municipal em- 
ployees retirement system has not yet been 
put into operation, now might be the psy- 
chological moment to advocate a revision or 
amendment of the Act to provide a modified 
plan to supplement social security. A mu- 
nicipal employee would thus enjoy member- 
ship in two powerful systems, and obtain a 
sound pension at a very low rate. 


PLA’s STATE-WIDE LIBRARY 
PROGRAM 


The Special committee on state relations 
headed by Grace W. Estes reported to the 
association at the annual business meeting in 
Reading. The report stated that the Execu- 
tive committee of the Pennsylvania Library 
association had for some time been con- 
vinced of the need for a state-wide group 
of interested laymen to serve in an advisory 
capacity to the State library in order to 
strengthen its program and to implement li- 
brary development throughout Pennsylvania. 
The State librarian has been in he accord 
with this idea. While Pennsylvania law does 
not now provide for the appointment of an 


(Continued on Page 15) 
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GENERAL BOOKBINDING COMPANY 


Specialists in Rebinding Library Books, 
Law Books, Textbooks and Magazines 





Phone PRospect 1-3779 


1766 EAST 133rd STREET 
(Cor. of Holyoke Avenue) 


Library Bindery 


* CLEVELAND 12, OHIO 




















JUNIOR LITERARY 
GUILD SERVICE 


Will afford you specially 
selected books, low priced 
and strongly bound 


DOUBLEDAY 
PRE-BOUND BOOKS 


are available from us at 
extremely low prices 


<> 


Catalogues and lists gladly 
furnished on request 


DOUBLEDAY & CO., INC. 
GARDEN CITY, N. Y. 


J. J. COHEN 
District Mgr. 


JOHN V. OTELL 
District Mgr. 








MAN’S QUEST FOR HAPPINESS 
SUBJECT OF BANQUET 
SPEAKER 


Rabbi Wice from Rodeph Shalom Con- 
gregation, Philadelphia spoke at the banquet 
of the PLA Conference on the subject Of 
Books and Men; In Pursuit of Happiness. 
He pointed out that today most people are 
striving unsuccessfully for happiness since 
they put an rmomcvoes | emphasis on material 
needs instead of spiritual and cultural things. 

The American people are the greatest spe- 
cialists in escapism, through alcohol, amuse- 
ment, and sleeping pills. Why? Because 
most of us have no purpose, no goal in life. 
We are impelled forward before we know 
where we want to go. Rabbi Wice suggested 
books written in the last 100 years, which 
he feels crystallize man’s quest for purpose, 
which push back frontiers, and which open 
up new vistas for humanity today. 


PLA’s Friends of the Library committee 
requests that new groups send the names 
of their President and officers to the Com- 
mittee chairman, Catherine J. Butler, Car- 
negie library of Homestead, Munhall, Pa. 


The Sixth Annual Eastern Pennsylvania 
School library conference is to be held 
April 6-7, 1951 at the Millersville State 
Teachers college, Millersville. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES TODAY 
IS SUBJECT OF CONVENTION TALK 
BY AGNES KRARUP 


As a point of departure Miss Krarup began 
by mentioning two publications. One was 
The Public Library in the United States by 
Robert Leigh — the final volume from the 
Public Library Inquiry. This she termed 
“must” reading for all school librarians. The 
other was Education for Life Adjustment ed. 
by Harl R. Douglas, a textbook. The first 
four chapters of this are “must” reading for 
public librarians. 

These works pay tribute to what libraries 
and schools have accomplished, but they also 
point out some of their failures. Libraries, 
according to the Public Library Inquiry, 
reach only 10% of our adult public; and 
Education for Life Adjustment points out 
that about 60% of our high school pupils 
are not really getting what they need. There 
is a close connection between these two facts. 

One of the reasons high school students 
do not find what they need is that the reading 
material required of them is too hard for their 
ability. Schools must adapt their programs 
to the changed school population, and libra- 
rians in schools and public libraries must 
provide materials for the slow readers. 

Said Miss Krarup, “The point that I should 


like to make is that here are two great 
institutions; both concerned with education, 
neither of them having achieved all that it 
would like, but each complementing the 
other at every turn.” 

Miss Krarup went on to point out two 
notions which she thinks are false and harre- 
ful. The first is that reading taste has de- 
teriorated. People come to this conclusion 
because there are more readers and a larger 
supply of books today, and perhaps because 
they themselves remember the classics read 
in their youth, but tend to forget the trash. 

The second fallacy is the belief that if 
children were taught to read from books with 
a richer vocabulary they would guess the 
meanings from their context and become 
better readers. This is true for the natural 
reader, but not for the child for whom read- 
ing is hard. Because some ple learn to 
swim by being thrown into deep water does 
not prove that is the best way to teach swim- 
ming. To quote Miss Krarup again, “When 
skills are difficult to learn, you need confi- 
dence, encouragement, success.” 

School and public librarians are both con- 
cerned with us problems. It is to their 
interest to draw closer together and to under- 
stand each other’s problems. Therefore it is 
no time to driving wedges between the 
two groups. We should work together. 

















81 Daley Boulevard 





| Suery Linaian .... 
will want this New All-Color Filmstrip 


How To Use 
COMPTON’S PICTURED ENCYCLOPEDIA 


New 60-frame filmstrip in full color—alive with interest—to aid in 
teaching the use of one of the most important educational tools. 


20-page Teaching Guide reproduces each frame with identifying number 
and legend, with commentary for the librarian or teacher. Also suggests 
several ways of introducing the film and offers simple instructions on 
how to make the most effective use of any filmstrip. 


Write at once for information about the special introductory offer of 
free loan for 830 days—or purchase at cost. 


JOHN D. LAWALL, District Manager 
F. E. COMPTON & COMPANY, Publishers 


Rochester 17, New York 
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BUSINESS MEETING—Continued 


The Federal Relations committee reported 
that federal library legislation failed in Con- 
gress by three votes. The final vote on the 
Library demonstration bill was 164-161 
against. The Committee recommended that 
its work be continued, that a $100 appro- 
priation by PLA for the American Library 
association be made for 1951, and that the 
ALA Federal Relations committee program 
be approved. 

The Legislative committee recommended 
that efforts be made to increase state aid, 
and that a Library council similar to the Edu- 
cation council be established. The Com- 
mittee also recommended that legislation be 
enacted to permit the establishment of re- 
gional libraries. 

The Scholarship committee reported the 
award of one Scholarship for 1950 to Elaine 
Manges, Mary S. Biesecker Public library, 
Somerset. 

The Recruiting committee reported an ex- 
hibit of recruiting folders at the PLA Con- 
ference in Reading. The sectional divisions 
of the State will be retained as set up. 

The Membership committee is continuing 
its work in getting new members. 


On recommendation of the Executive com- 
mittee, the Association voted the following 
amendment to the Constitution: 

The Chairman or President of each 
Chapter shall be Ex-officio a member of 
the Executive committee of the Associa- 
tion, with the right to attend and take 
part in all the deliberations of the Com- 
mittee, but without vote. 

PLA voted to endorse the ALA Bill of 
Rights, and requested ALA to clarify its 
policy of implementation. 

For the report on Sectional meetings, see 
page 8 of the Bulletin. 





The City of Cleveland, Ohio, 
appropriates more for public li- 
braries than the entire State of 
Pennsylvania, including Phila- 
delphia and Pittsburgh ! ! ! 
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New ideas by the dozens 


\, Send today for this latest—and greatest—catalog of L-B 
\\ Trend Furniture. It's crammed with helpful new ideas 
\ for every library department, every phase of library rou- 

\ tine. It tells, and it shows, how you can have greater 
every-day working convenience than ever before... in 
functionally designed furniture that rivals any you've 

ever seen in sheer beauty! Send today for your free 


‘ \ copy. Copyright 1950 by Remington Rand Inc. 
a Library Bureau, Room 1517A 1 
\ a I 
sa I 
. 327 Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh « 1624 Locust St., Philadelphia 1 
| 439 Wyoming Ave., Scranton « 227 Pine St., Harrisburg I 
1 ( Please furnish copy of Library Bureau Furniture Catalog |! 
I (LB 403). 1 
COMPLETE . . . DETAILED (1 We are (planning) (building) a new library. ! 
52 pages, fully illustrated. In- 1 (] We have a planning problem. Please have your Library 
teresting pictures of typical in- Specialist phone for an appointment. i 
stallations ... Tables... Desks | Name a I 
... Catalog Cases... Chairs... 1 ‘ ql 
Stools...CounterHeightUnits 4 Library " 
..-Cabinets...Shelving...Mu- 4 Street 4 
seum Cases...everythingin | City i Be I 





furniture a library could need. 
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COUNTY LIBRARY INSTITUTE HELD 
AT STATE COLLEGE 


The fourth annual County Library insti- 
tute, in conjunction with the Conemaugh- 
Juniata section of the Pennsylvania Library 
association was held at The Pennsylvania 
State college on July 13, 1950. 

Ralph W. McComb, librarian of the Penn- 
sylvania State college, greeted the assembly 
explaining that the morning would be de- 
voted to county library work and that the 
activities of the afternoon would be of a 
general nature. This particular program was 
intended to study the county library in its 
relation with other community agencies. 

The home economics extension program 
and the county library was the subject chosen 
by Mabel Satterthwaite, associate professor 
of the home economics extension program 
of the Pennsylvania State college. 

Cecilia K. Walker, librarian of the Mary 
S. Biesecker Public library of Somerset spoke 
on ways in which the home economics exten- 
sion representative could help promote county 
library service. 

The afternoon program was opened by 
Dr. Philip S. Klein, associate professor of 
American history at State college, whose sub- 
ject was Central Pennsylvania history. After 
which Charlot Fleck, assistant extension li- 
brarian of the State library spoke on the 
Pennsylvania Public library survey. 

The film, Help Yourself, a picture descrip- 
tion of the services and activities of the Cam- 
bria Free library of Johnstown was shown, 
with George Moreland, Jr. the librarian, giv- 
ing a brief introduction. 

Following the showing of the film, the 
Conemaugh-Juniata group met to consider 
selection of a chairman for next year’s meet- 
ing. Evelyn Hensel, assistant librarian of the 
Pennsylvania State college library, was 
elected chairman and Ruth Sutch of the Cam- 
bria Free library was re-elected secretary. 
Mrs. Walker moved that this organization 
not become a chapter of the Pennsylvania 
Library association now but urged that all 
members of the group become members of 
PLA. It was voted that next year’s meeting 
also be a joint meeting, and that it be held 
in State college. 


PERSONNEL NOTES 


Mrs. Ella T. S. Anderson has replaced Mrs. 
Gwendolyn M. Bedford as assistant professor 
of Library science at Drexel institute School 
of library science. Mrs. Anderson received 
the B.A. degree from Wellesley college, and 
the B.S. in L.S. degree from the Drexel Li- 
brary school. She has had varied library ex- 
perience and comes to Drexel from Rosemont 
college, where she was assistant librarian. 

Mrs. Gwendolyn M. Bedford, formerly as- 
sistant professor of library science at Drexel 
has accepted a position in the Catalog depart- 
(Continued on Page 15) 








in the DUPONT 


EXPERIMENTAL STATION LIBRARY 


an installation of Multi-tier Bookstacks with 
a convertible arrangement, is designed for 
future rearranging to accommodate ys oe 
n . . » mezzanine floors are of Art Meta 
Steel-Ceil-Crete which produces a floor base 
of concrete and a ceiling base of steel. 

This proves again the completeness, high 
quality and practically unlimited scope of 


ART METAL LIBRARY SERVICE... 


including book stacks, book cases, counters, 
reading tables, specimen cases, files, desks, 
chairs and countless other pieces of special- 
ized equipment. 


ART METAL 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


LIBRARY DIVISION 
JAMESTOWN, N. Y. 





== Stop hunting—go HUNTTING == 


Librarians Know That 


HUNTTING PREBOUNDS 
cannot be surpassed in... 
QUALITY OR PRICE 


?PARE YOU ON OUR MAILING LIST?? 
for 

OUR REVISED STANDARD JUVE- 

NILE CATALOG—listing over 6000 

titles — about 2500 Prebound in at- 

tractive decorated covers, at exception- 

ally low net prices 

OUR NEW ILLUSTRATED FALL 

JUVENILE CATALOG 

OUR MONTHLY LIST OF FICTION 

AND NON-FICTION 


OUR LISTS OF SPECIALS 





We are also Sole Agents for 
the Cutter and Cutter Sanbom Tables 





The H. R. HUNTTING COMPANY, INC. 
Library Specialists 
SPRINGFIELD 5, MASSACHUSETTS 





Any Book . Of Any Publisher . In Any Binding 
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COMPLETE 
PREBINDING 
SERVICE 


You can buy any 


Book of any Publisher 
from us in our 


“BOUND TO STAY BOUND” 


Binding 


PREBOUND LIBRARY 
BOOKS REBINDING 
NEW METHOD 


BOOK BINDERY, Inc. 


Jacksonville, Illinois 











HELEN AND GEORGE PAPASHVILY 
DISCUSS THE NEXT FIFTY YEARS 


In order to surpass during the next fifty 
years what has been accomplished during the 
last fifty we must develop skill in human re- 
lationships. In this connection, there are a 
number of problems we must face. 

One is that of minority groups. This is 
really a problem of attitudes in the majority 
groups. As it is applied to books, it involves 
avoiding in writing the use of stereotyped 
characters, the device of lazy writers. People 
should be led to understand that often the 
minority group is made a scapegoat for the 
ills of society. 

Another problem is that of the family. Too 
often in books, radio and moving pictures a 
distorted picture is given, and too seldom 
are happy, normal, well adjusted families 
depicted. 

There is also the problem of censorship. 
Mrs. Papashvily emphasized that there is no 
such thing as controlled or slight censorship. 
Like cancer, it can only grow. Control oui 
be only in the matter of taste, not in ethics 
or ideas. 

Then there are problems which hamper 
reading, such as the present absorption in 
television, the cultural pattern which con- 
siders reading a waste of time, and the need 
for more books for the slow readers. 
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REPORT OF 
STATE COLLEGE SUMMER 
LIBRARY SCHOOL 

Forty students were enrolled in the 36th 
Summer Library school. Of these, thirty-one 
were new students. 

The faculty consisted of Margaret McFate, 
Catherine O’Connell and Gertrude Van Zee. 
Miss McFate, librarian of the Middle School 
library of Girard college taught library work 
with children and school library administra- 
tion. Miss O’Connell, assistant professor and 
reference librarian at Central Michigan col- 
lege, Mt. Pleasant, taught elementary and 
intermediate reference, and Miss Van Zee, 
cataloger at Kalamazoo college, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, taught elementary and intermedi- 
ate cataloging. 

In a questionnaire given out at the end of 
the term, twenty-four indicated their interest 
in returning next summer, which is a fairly 
high percentage considering that 10 of the 
40 completed their credits for certification. 
Comments and criticism revealed that the 
students value their work in the Summer Li- 
brary school very highly, but many, espe- 
cially those with college degrees, regret that 
the school does not give a degree. 
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DO-IT FUN Bite 


FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


A wonderful new book by Mary and Dale Goss, 
the authors of the famous NEA syndicated fea- 
ture of the same name (Dale Goss is Supervisor 
of Art, Seattle Public Schools and Council Mem- 
ber of the Washington State Art Association). 
Contains 116 simple, entertaining ideas for chil- 
dren from 9 to 12 that they can do themselves 
from materials found right in the home! Easy- 
to-understand humorous CARTOON STYLE. 
Each idea on a page by itself. Includes rainy-day 
fun, games and puzzles, holiday ideas, gifts, 
make-believe, ornaments, etc. ..........ss0s+000 $2.95 
CABOCHON JEWELRY MAKING 

By Arthur and Lucille Sanger ..............0000 $3.50 
LITTLE GAMES and PARTIES 
BOATS, AIRPLANES, and KITES 

By La Berge $2.50 


Nal 


CHAS. A. BENNETT CO., Inc. 


For 50 Years The Manual Arts Press 
3720 Duroc Bldg., Peoria, Ill. 
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STATE NOTES 


BELLEFONTE 


The Centre County library had on display, 
in celebration of the 150th anniversary of 
Centre county and the founding of Belle- 
fonte, many articles of interest that were used 
during the period 1790-1860. The library 
was filled with visitors during this week. 


BRADFORD COUNTY 


The Bradford County library celebrated 
its expansion into a three-county service by 
a dinner meeting at Spring Hill on October 
13. The Boards of Directors and County 
commissioners of the three counties, Brad- 
ford, Sullivan, and Wyoming, were repre- 
sented, and many other interested people 
were present to take part in a very good 
program. 

Mrs. May V. Kk. Valencik, President of the 
PLA, was the principal speaker. She con- 
gratulated the counties on their forward look 
into regionalism, and urged them to continue 
to expand their service both in area and 
quality. Mrs. Valencik left her audience feel- 
ing that they had done an excellent com- 
munity work, and wished to continue in the 
direction of more adequate library service to 
all the people of the three counties. 


COUDERSPORT 


The city’s public library is celebrating 100 
years of service this year. 


DALLAS 


Back Mountain Memorial library has pur- 
chased a house and lot for meeting space and 
librarian’s quarters. The space released at 
the library will be used for reference service. 


ELIZABETHTOWN 


The new Memorial library of Elizabeth- 
town college was dedicated at Founders’ 
day- Homecoming exercises celebrating the 
fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the 
college. 


KITTANNING 


Kittanning Free library received a gift of 
$25.00 for the purchase of children’s ks. 


LANCASTER 


A fifteen minute television story hour was 
presented by the Lancaster Free Public li- 
brary on November 12. 

The School Librarian association of Lan- 
caster county had their annual meeting on 
the Franklin and Marshall campus. A re- 
organization of the association took place, 
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which now includes all librarians of Lan- 
caster county. The new organization is to 
be called The Lancaster County Librarian 
association. 


LOCK HAVEN 


Dr. Gilbert Warner, librarian of Lock 
Haven teachers college, addressed the school 
library section of the P.S.E.A. on Mores of 
Culture or Delivery Room of Ideas on Oc- 
tober 7. 


MILLERSVILLE 


The fourth annual high school library club 
conference was held November 3 at Millers- 
ville State teachers college. 


READING 


The library has started a phonograph 
record collection that has grown in the last 
two years through the interest of friends and 
civic organizations. The library is now buy- 
ing only the long playing records for its col- 
lection. 


SCRANTON 


The City Mayor and Council have ap- 
proved the spending of $5,000 from a 
$200,000 bond issue for the renovating of 
the Hyde Park Branch of the Scranton Public 
library. 

The summer-session library science stu- 
dents of Marywood college made a one-day 
trip to New York where they were the guests 
of the H. W. Wilson company and the fac- 
ulty of the Stepinac high school. 


UNIONTOWN 


Uniontown Free library has been selling 
old books at ten cents per volume, and mak- 
ing a nice profit. 


WASHINGTON 

Citizens Free library held open house and 
tea on October 9 honoring the county 
teachers who attended the annual teachers 
institute. 


WILKES-BARRE 


Mildred Jordan, well known Pennsylvania 
author, will speak a National book week 
at the Osterhout Free library. The Wilkes- 
Barre Business and Professional Women’s 
club presented the Osterhout Free library 
with a custom-built record cabinet. 

The Osterhout Free library, the Friends of 
the King’s College library, and the Wilkes 
College library have organized a Great books 
program in the Wyoming valley. 





oe epee 





~~ sam ien die ee ee ee be oe eee, ._ 2 a ee. oe 








PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 





STATE PROGRAM—Continued 


ment of the University of Pennsylvania. 

official State Library commission or board, 
the Governor has the power to appoint com- 
mittees to serve during his administration. 
The Executive committee, therefore, decided 
to capitalize on Governor Duff’s interest in 
libraries, as evidenced in Pennsylvania Public 
Library Day, by asking him to appoint a 
State Library Advisory committee. A special 
P.L.A. committee consisting of President 
Borneman, President-Elect Valencik, Francis 
Dorrance, and Grace Estes was set up to fur- 
ther this project. The committee secured an 
appointment on April 5, 1950, with Dr. Haas, 
State superintendent of Public Instruction, 
who, upon being told of the comparatively 
low status of Pennsylvania public libraries 
and asked for advice, anticipated the com- 
mittee’s request by suggesting the appoint- 
ment of a State Library Advisory committee 
and by requesting the preparation of a state- 
ment showing the inadequacy of present 
public library services, suggestions ioe im- 
provement and estimate of costs. Dr. Haas 
informed the Governor of the committee’s 
visit, of his request to the committee and 
prepared the Governor for a visit from the 
committee. The committee, with help from 
state leaders, both librarians and laymen, pre- 
pared the material requested and also secured 


“Bound ta Please 





The HECKMAN BINDERY, Inc. 
NORTH MANCHESTER, INDIANA 





suggestions of people throughout the state 
from whom the Governor might select a com- 
mittee of nine. Despite repeated attempts 
from May to October the committee was un- 
a to secure an interview with Governor 


Dr. Haas then recommended that the plan 
be presented to the association for discussion 
at the Reading conference with a view to 
preparing a legislative program. Mimeo- 
graphed copies of the state-wide plan were 
distributed at the conference and the plan 
was discussed at the second business session. 

The plan is divided into two parts: an 
immediate and a long-term program. The 
immediate steps include the appointment of 
the lay advisory committee to the State li- 
brary; consultation with P.L.A. representa- 
tives in regard to appointments to key posi- 
tions in the State library; selection of State 
library staff on a merit basis; semi-annual 
compilation and publication of public library 
statistics; and making Tiennivedin Public 
Library day an annual observance. The long- 
term program suggests expanding the duties 
and staff of the State library in order to de- 
velop complete coverage with public library 
service on a large unit basis; to stimulate 
more adequate local support; to increase state 
aid substantially and to extend it and to tie 
it with standards; to clarify the law covering 
state library services and eventually to pro- 
vide for legal certification and state pensions 
for librarians. 

In presenting the plan to the conference, it 
was made clear that the plan was still tenta- 
tive and that it would no doubt need to be 
revised in the light of findings of the recent 
P.L.A. survey and in cooperation with the 
Legislative and other association committees. 

The association authorized the Executive 
committee to work on such a state-wide pro- 
gram and to take such steps as proved advis- 
able to forward its accomplishment. 


PERSONNEL NOTES—Continued 


Helen Margaret Cooper resigned as Cata- 
log librarian at Pennsylvania State college 
to accept a position as bookmobile librarian 
in Wecliagin county, Maryland. 

Stephen Darlow from the University of 
Leeds, England, is working at the University 
of Pittsburgh in the Reference department 
as an exchange librarian. He is taking the 
place of Gertrude Kneil who in turn is at the 
University of Leeds. 

Helen Dermitt, librarian for many years 
of the Meadville Public library has resigned 
this fall. Miss Ackert and Miss Miller suc- 
ceed Miss Dermitt. 

Janet Dickson, head cataloger at Iowa 
State university replaced Helen Margaret 
Cooper as Catalog librarian at Pennsylvania 
state college. 

Personnel Notes to be continued in 
next issue 
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Made to order—for YOU! 


Our great new book-distributing center 





at Hillside was planned expressly for 
you—to give you the fastest and most 
efficient book service possible. Many 
months of exhaustive study of book- 


handling facilities, mechanical devices 


of many kinds (conveyor belts, pneu- 


matic tubes, etc.), followed an equally 
careful study of locations. 

Our book-center—the most up-to-the- 
minute book-wholesaling plant in the 
country, we believe, if not in the world 
—is now ready to fill your orders as they 


have never been filled before. 


TRY US 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO. 
Wholesale Booksellers 


HILLSIDE, NEW JERSEY 









































